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unit as he passed with his massed three-deckers,
and leaving them a prey to his weaker folio-wing.551
This was a last-minute change of plan born of an
overmastering desire to get between the enemy
and Cadiz.
So far the Combined Fleet had shown no
admirals5 flags and it was difficult to guess the
position of their Commander-in-Chief3 especially
now that Gravina's squadron had joined the main
body. Nelson therefore steered for the Santissima
Trinidad^ the largest warship afloat, easily recog-
nisable by her towering hull, and now tenth in
the enemy's line. At 11.30 the enemy opened
fire on the Royal Sovereign and simultaneously the
flag officers disclosed themselves, Villeneuve being
shown to be in the Bucentaure, eleventh in their
line. Nelson at once altered course to pass
between her and the S. Trinidad and signalled
" Make all sail possible with safety to the masts."
Even so, the speed of Ms fleet scarcely exceeded
three knots, though they surged along with their
studding sails stretched wide on either side, their
great spread of canvas shining in the sun like
butterflies' wings.
It was at this moment that Nelson made the
signal, *s England expects that every man will do
his duty/5 the significance of which has so often
been missed. As in the Baltic3 the emphasis was
neither upon <c England " nor " duty/' but upon
" every man," of whose existence Nelson was
never forgetful. Scarcely was the first of the
twelve sc hoists " of the signal run up than the
enemy opened fire on the Victory with ranging
shots. In a few minutes they hit the sails and
1 Sir Julian Corbett, The Campaign of Trafalgar, p. 384.